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SUB J : LETTER TO SYG FROM DEMOCRATIC YEMEN PERM REP 
REFUTING CHARGES OF SOUTH YEMENI VIOLATION OF 
OMAN AIR SPACE 

REF: USUN 5008 

BELOW IS LETTER DATED NOV 26, 1973, FROM DEMOCRATIC YEMEN 
PERM REP TO SYG REFUTING CHARGES CONTAINED IN OMANI 
CHARGE'S LETTER TO SYG OF NOVEMBER 20 (REFTEL): 

"UPON INSTRUCTIONS FROM MY GOVERNMENT, AND IN CONNEXION 
WITH THE LETTER OF THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, A.I., OF QABUS 
OF OMAN, ADDRESSED TO YOU AND CIRCULATED AS A SECURITY 
COUNCIL DOCUMENT DATED 20 NOVEMBER 1973 (S/1 1 121), I 
HAVE THE HONOUR TO BRING TO YOUR EXCELLENCY’S ATTENTION 
THE FOLLOWING: 
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ON 19 NOVEMBER 1973, THE FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE PEOPLE'S 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN ISSUED THE FOLLOWING 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT. 

"THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE OF THE CLIENT GOVERNMENT OF 
QABUS OF OMAN ALLEGED THAT A MILITARY AIRCRAFT BELONGING 
TO THE AIR FORCE OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
ATTACKED POSITIONS INSIDE THE SO-CALLED SULTANATE OF OMAN. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 
CATEGORICALLY REJECTS THESE ALLEGATIONS. AT A TIME WHEN ARAB 
NATIONAL SOLIDARITY AGAINST ZIONISM AND IMPERIALISM IS 
AT ITS APEX, SUCH FABRICATED LIES ONLY SERVE TO UNDERLINE 
THE STATE OF PANIC IN WHICH THE ENEMIES OF THE LEGITIMATE 
ASPIRATIONS OF THE ARAB MASSES FIND THEMSELVES. THE 
ALLEGATION OF THE PUPPETS OF COLONIALISM IN OMAN IS CERTAINLY 
AIMED AT CONCEALING THE MILITARY AGGRESSIVE DESIGNS BEING 
HATCHED AGAINST OUR TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY." 

IN OUR LETTER ADDRESSED TO YOU ON 25 SEPTEMBER 1972, 

CONCERNING SIMILAR ALLEGATIONS BY QABUS OF OMAN, THE 
FOLLOWING WAS MENTIONED, INTER ALIA: 

"THE REAL PROBLEM OF THE SULTAN AND HIS PROTEGEES IS NOT 
BEYOND THE BORDERS OF OMAN, WHERE THE POPULAR FRONT FOR 
THE LIBERATION OF OMAN AND THE ARABIAN GULF HAS BEEN AND 
IS WAGING A WAR OF LIBERATION AGAINST FOREIGN DOMINATION. 

THE FRONT HAS VIRTUALLY LIBERATED THE PROVINCE OF DHOFAR, 

AND THE VERY CAPITAL OF THE SULTAN NO LONGER SEEMS TO ENJOY 
COLONIAL IMMUNITY." 

THE CONTENTION THAT "UNITS OF THE 'SOUTH YEMEN’ REGULAR 
ARMY HAVE BEEN PENETRATING OMAN" IS ABSOLUTELY BASELESS 
AND UNFOUNDED. IT IS, HOWEVER, TRUE THAT BOTH QABUS AND HIS 
COLONIAL MASTERS ARE FACING AN ARMED REVOLUTION BY THE 
OMANI MASSES UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE POPULAR FRONT FOR 
THE LIBERATION OF OMAN AND THE ARABIAN GULF, WHICH CELEBRATED 
ITS EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY ON 9 JUNE 1973. THIS FRONT WAS 
ESTABLISHED LONG BEFORE THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE PEOPLE'S 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN AND CANNOT EASILY BE DISMISSED 
AS AN "INSURGENCY". 
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WHATEVER THE SEEMINGLY INDEPENDENT IMAGE OF OMAN, PORTRAYED 
BY ITS EXUBERANT PROPAGANDA, THE HARD FACT IS THAT IT IS UNDER 
COLONIAL POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND MILITARY DOMINATION. 

THE COLONIAL MILITARY BASES IN MASSIRAH AND SALLALAH 
PROTECT NOT THE OPPRESSED MASSES OF OMAN BUT THE THRONE OF 
THE SULTAN. IT IS THE OMANI MASSES AND THEIR REVOLUTIONARY 
FRONT THAT VALIANTLY RESIST FOREIGN DOMINATION AND 
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STRUGGLE TO LIBERATE THEIR COUNTRY FROM THE YOKE OF A 
DESPOTIC REGIME SUPPORTED BY COLONIAL DOMINATION. 

I WOULD KINDLY REQUEST THAT THIS LETTER BE CIRCULATED AS 
AN OFFICIAL DOCUMENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

(SIGNED) ABDALLA S. ASHTAL 
AMBASSADOR 

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE" 

BENNETT 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SANAA. 
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